[Ultraviolet A radiation and the skin. Implications of activated forms of oxygen. Current trends and newest results].
Involvement of activated oxygen species in the responses of skin to solar ultraviolet radiations, especially ultraviolet A radiations, is being addressed by an increasing number of studies. The aim of this review is to outline the concept of "photooxidative stress". The various activated oxygen species, mechanisms involved in their formation, potential cellular targets, and cell defense mechanisms are discussed. Recently published findings are briefly described to illustrate this fast developing line of research.